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REPORT. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Southwick  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  regnlalions  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  report  on  your 
district  for  the  year  1897. 

As  my  appointment  dates  from  30th  September  last,  I  have 
no  personal  knowledge  of  what  was  transacted  in  the  district 

previous  to  that  date,  and  this  report  deals  chiefly  with  in¬ 
formation  derived  from  the  official  returns. 


POPULATION. 

The  population  of  Southwick  as  estimated  to  the  middle  of 
1897,  was  11,880,  and  on  this  all  the  calculations  for  the  year 
are  based. 


BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  1897  was  446, 
being  one  less  than  the  number  registered  in  1896. 

1 :  I  .  . 

Of  this  number,  244  were  males,  and  202  females,  and  to¬ 
gether  they  represent  a  nativity  rate  of  37‘71  per  thousand  per 
annum  of  the  estimated  population,  showing  a  decrease  of  one 
per  tliousand,  when  compared  with  the  returns  for  1896. 
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The  birth  returns  for  the  last  four  years  are  given  in  the 
following  table. 

TABL^  I. 


Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Birth  Rate. 

1894 

216 

209 

425 

38-5 

1895 

219 

229 

448 

39-6 

1896 

225 

222 

447 

38-7 

1897 

244 

202 

446 

37.7 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1897  was  2-25,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  3  over  the  number  for  the  previous  year,  »nd  this  gives 
a  mortality  rate  of  19‘01  per  thousand  per  annum,  which  is 
slightly  less  than  the  rate  for  1896. 

In  the  following  table  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
death  rates  for  the  last  four  years. 


Year 

TABLE  11. 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

1894 

246 

22-3 

1895 

211 

18-6 

1896 

222 

19-2 

1897 

225 

19-0 

A  glance  at  this  table  shows  that  the  death  rate  has  fluctuated 
only  very  slightly  during  the  last  three  years,  and  tliis  would 
indicate  that  there  were  no  exceptional  circumstances  at  work 
to  influence  the  death  rate  during  that  period. 

The  following  table  shows  the  ages  at  death. 
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TABLE  III. 

Under  1  year .  76 

1  year  and  under  5  years .  42 

5  years  ,,  15  18 

15  „  „  25  15 

25  „  „  65  51 

65  ,,  and  upwards  .  23 


118 


107 


The  number  of  deaths  among  children  under  5  years  of  age 
is  8  less  than  the  number  recorded  for  the  previous  year, 
and  the  difference  is  found  in  the  second  and  third  columns  of 
the  accompanying  table  representiug  the  mortality  among 
children  under  five  lor  the  past  four  years. 

TABLE  IV. 


A^ear. 

Under  1  year. 

1  year  and 
under  5  years. 

Total. 

1894 

90 

60‘ 

150 

1895 

80 

34 

114 

1896 

86 

40 

126 

1897 

76 

42 

118 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  four  quarters  was 
as  follows  : — 


TABLE  V. 


1st  quarter . 53  deaths......  = . 17  9  death  rate. 

2nd  ,,  . 60  ,,  = . 20’2  ,, 

3rd  ,,  . 66  ,,  = . 22’2  ,, 

4th  ,,  . 46  ,,  = . 14*4  ,, 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  death  rate  was  highest  in  the 
second  and  third  quarters,  and  accordiug  to  the  returns  the 
increase  was  due  to  Diarrhoea  and  diseases  of  the  Digestive 
system  among  children  under  five  years  of  age 
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TABLE  YI. 


Years. 

1st 

Qcartr. 

2nd 

Quarter. 

3rd 

Quarter. 

4th 

Quart  er. 

Whole 

Year. 

1 

!  Deaths 

i 

Death 

Rate 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

Deaths 

1 

Death 

Rate 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

1891 

48 

17-4 

49 

17-9 

78 

28-3 

71 

25-7 

246 

22-3 

1895 

54 

19-1 

36 

12-7 

65 

23-0 

56 

19-8 

211 

18-6 

1896 

50 

17-3 

63 

2D8 

59 

20-4 

50 

17-3 

222 

19-2 

1897 

53 

17-9 

60 

20  2  I 

66 

22-2 

46 

14-4 

225 

19-0 

The  above  table  records  the  quarterly  death  rate  [and  the 
annual  death  rate  for  the  past  four  years. 


In  table  VII.  there  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  age 
mortality  among  children  under  5  for  the  previous  four  years. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  returns  for  last  year  show  a  large  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  classified  among  the  seven  chief  Infectious 
Diseases,  when  compared  with  the  returns  for  1896.  This 
increase  was  chiefly  due  to  Scarlet  Fever  which  prevailed  in 
the  district  during  the  whole  of  the  year.  In  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year  9  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  in  the  second 
quarter  17,  in  the  third  quarter  9,  and  in  the  fourth  quarter  13. 
Fortunately  the  epidemic  was  of  a  mild  type  but  I  have  no 
doubt  that  owing  to  this  circumstance  many  cases  escaped 
detecticm,  and  were  allowed  to  wander  unconcernedly  abroad, 
and  thus  spread  the  infection. 
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There  was  also  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever.  Of  the  whole  number  (18),  the  great  majority 
of  the  cases  (14)  were  notified  in  the  second  half  of  the  year. 

'In  every  case  of  Enteric  Fever  the  pail  system  was  adopted 
in  order  to  render  the  discharges  innocuous  as  regards  infection. 

According  to  the  returns  the  following  is  the  number  of  ' 
Infectious  cases  in  the  past  four  years. 

» 

TABLE  VII. 


Disease. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Smallpox  . 

_  nil  _ 

.  nil  .... 

.  nil  .... 

Scarlet  Fever . 

....  37  . 

.  8  . 

.  10  . 

.  48 

Enteric  Fever  . 

....  36  . 

.  24  . 

.  7  . 

.  18 

Typhus  Fever  . 

_  nil  . 

.  nil  .... 

.  nil  _ 

Continued  Fever 

....  1  .... 

.  1  .... 

.  nil  .... 

.  4 

Diphtheria . 

....  2  . 

.  2  .... 

.  1  .... 

.  2 

Puerperal  Fever 

....  2  . 

.  1  . 

.  nil  . 

.  2 

ZYMOTIC  MORTALITY. 


From  the  table  given  under  it  will  be  noticed  that  the 
number  of  deaths  due  to  the  chief  Zymotic  Diseases  in  1897  is 
less  than  the  number  recorded  for  the  previous  year,  although 
the  number  of  infectious  cases  notified  during  the  year  was 
much  greater  than  in  1896.  This  may  be  taken  as  evidence 
of  the  mild  character  of  the  epidemic. 
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TABLE  VIII. 

Disease.  Deaths  in  1896  Deaths  in  1897 


Smallpox  . 

.  nil 

Measles  . . 

. 9 . 

.  7 

Scarlet  Fever . . 

. 2 . 

.  4 

Diphtheria . 

.  nil 

Whooping  cough  . . 

. 9 . 

.  6 

Typhus  Fever . 

.  nil  . 

Enteric  Fever . 

. 1..... . 

.  1 

Continued  Fever . 

.  nil . 

.  nil 

Diarrhoea  . 

.  7 . 

.  9 

Total  28  27 

The  total  of  27  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  gives  a 
mortality  rate  of  2*1  per  thousand  per  annum,  which  is  the 
lowest  recorded  for  the  last  four  years,  that  for  1891  being  4-6, 
for  1895  2 '8  and  1896  2*4. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  for  the  past 
eight  years  is  tabulated  as  under  : — 


TABLE  IX. 


Disease. 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

189G 

1897 

Smallpox . 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Measles . . 

7 

13 

15 

nil 

27 

2 

9 

7 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

3 

1 

1 

4 

3 

nil 

2 

4 

Diphtheria  ...  . 

1 

nil 

nil 

nil 

1 

1 

nil 

nil 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

2 

7 

1 

1 

nil 

9 

G 

Typhus  Fever 

nil 

nil 

nil 

6 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

1 

3 

12 

10 

7 

3 

1 

1 

Continued  Fever 

nil 

nil 

2 

1 

nil 

1 

nil 

nil 

Diarrhoea . 

10 

12 

7 

23 

12 

25 

7 

9 

Total  Zymotic 

Deaths... 

25 

31 

44 

45 

51 

32 

28 

27 

Deaths  from 

other  causes 

19G 

194 

177 

1G5 

195 

179 

194 

198 

Total . 

221 

225 

221 

210 

24G 

211 

222 

225 
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The  death  rates  from  Zymotic  and  General  causes  for  the 
past  eight  yeais  are  represented  in  the  following  table  : — 

TABLE  X. 


Disease. 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Smallpox  . . 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Measles . 

•7 

1-27 

1-42 

nil 

2-40 

•17 

•77 

•59 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

•3 

•09 

•09 

•37 

•27 

nil 

•17 

•33 

Diphtlieria  .  ... 

•1 

nil 

nil 

nil 

•09 

•08 

nil 

nil 

Whooping  Congli 

•13 

•19 

•66 

•09 

•09 

nil 

•77 

•5 

Typlrus  Fever  ... 

nil 

nil 

nil 

•55 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Continued  Fever 

nil 

nil 

•19 

•09 

nil 

•08 

nil 

nil 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

•1 

•29 

1-14 

•92 

•63 

•26 

•08 

•08 

Diarrhoea  . 

1-0 

1-17 

•66 

2-13 

1-8 

2  21 

•6 

•76 

Zymotic  Rate  ... 

2-5 

3-0 

4-1 

4-1 

4-6 

2-83 

2-42 

2-28 

Rate  from  other 

canses . 

19-6 

18-9 

16-8 

15-3 

17-0 

15.8 

16-7 

16-7 

General  Death- 
rate  . . . 

22-1 

22-0 

21-0 

19-4 

22-3 

18-6 

19-2 

19*01 

The  average  general  death  rate  for  the  seven  years  previous 
to  1897  was  20-67  and  the  average  death  rate  from  Zymotic 
Diseases  was  3-36.  In  both  respects  therefore,  the  returus  for 
last  year  compare  veiy  favourably  with  those  of  previous  year, 
more  particualarly  as  regards  the  Zymotic  death  rate,  it  being 
the  lowest  for  the  last  eight  years. 

That  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  are  disorders  more 
fatal  to  children  thau  Scarlet  Fever  is  exemplified  by  the  re¬ 
turns  for  the  last  eight  years.  Duriug  that  period  Measles  was 
responsible  for  80  deaths,  and  Whooping  Cough  for  29  deaths, 
while  Scarlet  Fever  had  a  fatal  issue  in  only  14  cases.  Daring 
the  past  year  Scarlet  Fever  was  the  cause  of  death  in  4  cases 
compared  with  2  in  1896,  and  considering  the  number  of  noti- 
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fications  the  proportion  of  fatal  cases  was  small.  Whooping 
Cough  was  the  cause  of  death  in  6  cases  compared  with  9  the 
previous  year.  One  death,  that  of  a  child  of  five  years  was  due 
to  Enteric  Eever.  As  in  former  years  Diarrhoea  was  very 
prevalent  amongst  children  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year,  but 
the  deaths  from  this  cause  were  much  below  the  average  for 
the  past  eight  years. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  due  to  diseases  of  the  Respiratory 
system  was  large,  67  being  thus  classified,  of  this  number  38 
were  due  to  Bronchitis,  Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia  ;  and  23  to 
Phthisis.  Of  Tubercular  diseases  othtr  than  those  classified  as 
Phthisis  there  were  10  fatal  cases,  making  up  the  large  num¬ 
ber  of  33  deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis  in  some  form  or  other. 

In  1896  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  Phthisis  alone  was  24. 

INQUESTS. 

There  were  14  inquests  held  during  the  year.  Of  this 
number  5  deaths  were  returned  as  due  to  natural  causes,  4 
were  due  to  accidental  injuries.  There  was  one  case  of  suicide 
and  in  two  cases  a  child  was  suffocated  by  being  over-laid.  In 
two  cases  death  was  the  result  of  accidental  burns. 

HOSPITAL. 

The  Hospital  has  again  been  a  great  help  to  the  district 
in  enabling  cases  to  be  isolated  and  thus  permittiing  centres  of 
infection  to  be  removed.  Seven  cases  were  thus  treated  during 
the  year,  all  Scarlet  Fever,  and  involving  five  families,  all 
the  cases  terminated  favourably. 
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iNFANTiLE  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  among  children  under  1  ^^ear  of  age 
was  76  which  is  equal  to  an  infantile  Mortality  rate  of  170  per 
thousand  of  births  com.pared  with  19ii  for  1896,  178  for  1895 
and  211  for  1891.  Thoogh  a  very  appreciable  diiniouation  of 
the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  has  to  be  reported  for  the  past  year 
it  is  still  much  above  the  corresponding  average  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  which  for  the  ten  years  ending  1890  was 
142  for  every  thousand  births. 

SANITARY  REPORT. 

During  the  past  year  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  systematically  supervised  the  district. 

The  work  performed  in  this  dei>artment  is  noted  as  under. 

Structural  defects  in  dwelling  houses  :  Notices  served  25. 
Abated  after  notices  21. 

Ashpits  and  Privies :  Notices  served,  85.  -Abated  after 
notices,  32. 

Defective  Closets  :  Notices  served,  none. 

Defective  yard  paving  .  Notices  served  20.  Abated  after 
notices  18. 

Defective  house  drainage  :  Notices  served  11.  Abated 
after  notices  11. 

Water  supply  :  Notices  served  3.  Abated  after  notices  3. 

Altogether  97  notices  were  served  during  the  year,  and  of 
these  88  have  been  attended  to  at  the  present  date. 

In  addition  to  the  88  nuisances  abated  a  great  many  im¬ 
provements  have  been  carried  out  to  comply  with  notices 
served  during  the  previous  year. 

Of  Infectious  bedding  54  lots  have  been  stoved  or  destroyed 
and  54  houses  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases. 

Appended  hereto  are  tables  A  and  B  as  required  by  the 
Local  Government  Board, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  J.  CARRUTHER8, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February  7tJi,  1898. 
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New  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality,  coming  Number  of  such  Cases  removed  from  their  Homes 

to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  in  the  several  Localities  for  Treatment  m  isola- 

Health.  tion  Hospital. 
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Area  and  Population  of  the  District  or  Division  to 

which  this  return  relates. 


Area  in  Acres  . . . . . .  844*544 

Population  (last  Census)  . . . .  10,226 

,,  Estimated  to  middle  of  1897 .  11,830 

eath  Hates : 


General .  19’01  per  1,000  Population, 

Estimated  to  middle  of  1S97. 

Infant  (under  1  year  of  age)  ...  170  per  1,000  Births 

Kegistered. 


JOHN  J.  CAREUTHERS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February  7th,  1898. 


